
 

 

Youth Declaration 

 

‘Towards COP22: Youth Event’ 

16 Nov. 2021, Istanbul 
 

 
We, young representatives of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention, meeting in Istanbul on 

16th of November 2021, 
 
Recalling the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the 

Mediterranean (the “Barcelona Convention”) and its Protocols,, the 1995 Fish Stocks Agreement and 
various IMO Conventions including the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), the 2017 Western 

Mediterranean Ministerial initiative for the sustainable development of the blue economy and other related 

international conventions relating to activities in the marine and on the land, including for the appropriate 
management, protection and sustainable utilization of the resources that blue economy consists;  
 
Affirming the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development and the new global development 
agenda for the period 2015-2030 adopted in New York on 26 September 2015 "Transforming our World: 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development", the Sustainable Consumption and Production National 

Action Plans adopted by the 22 Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention during their 19th Ordinary 
Meeting and the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (“MARPOL”), the 

General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) mid-term strategy, the 1995 Global Program 

of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land Based Sources and The United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development; 
 

Further recalling the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (“UNFCCC”) and the 

Paris Agreement; the findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (“IPCC”) Special Report 
on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate (“SROCC”); and the outcomes of the UNFCCC 

COP26 meeting including the Youth4Climate Manifesto, 

 
Deeply concerned that human-induced climate change, sea pollution, marine litter, and loss of biodiversity 

undermine the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and threaten human well-being for current and 

future generations, 

 
Recognizing that the importance of the blue resources, their economic, social, and intrinsic value of 

biodiversity, and that human activities based on the exploration of the Mediterranean Sea have increased 

considerably over time which brings the requisite of intense monitoring and safeguarding for the sea; 
 

Concerned about the over exploration of marine living and non-living resources previewed in the last 

decades that undermine the long-term and sustainable use of States and communities depending on them;  
 
Recognizing that the Mediterranean Action Plan has served as a model for other regions, and that the 

potential it has to make change beyond its geographic boundaries must be best utilized to leave a better 

world for next generations, 
 

Highlighting the key role of youth in promoting environmental protection, and achieving through 

introducing novel dimensions a “Blue Revolution” in the Mediterranean; 
 

 



 

 

The young representatives; 

 

Emphasize the importance of meaningful youth engagement and involvement in all decision-making on 

processes pertaining to the planning, design, implementation and evaluation of environmental action at 

multilateral, national and local levels with an enabling environment, with special regard to diverse 
representation and an equitable gender ratio, 

 

Request the financial, administrative and logistical support to foster the engagement of youth be urgently 
upscaled to effectively drive climate ambition and concrete action, 

 

Call for the establishment of a Permanent Council of Mediterranean Youth to meet biannually under the 
auspices of the United Nations, so that the stakeholders of the future of the region may have a say in 

multilateral decision-making, 

 

Encourage Contracting Parties to incentivize the adoption of measures against climate change by private 
actors through the adoption of a green tax system, and to consolidate the development and implementation 

of national programmes for circular economic models addressing main sources of pollution, including 

plastics and promote sustainable consumption and production in key economic sectors and lifestyles which 
are upstream drivers of chemicals and plastic pollution, 

 

Recommend the promotion of sustainable living through exchange programmes between youth 
representatives of both Northern and Southern Mediterranean States with the aim to share experiences, best 

practises and initiatives aimed at supporting the sustainable socio-economic growth of the region while 

preserving sites and landscapes of ecological and cultural value, 

 
Recommend creating and raising social awareness on a national and international level through traditional 

media as well as using campaigns, arts, sports, entertainment, community leaders, influencers, and social 

media. 
 

Welcome the promotion of actions that aim to protect biodiversity and prevent, reduce and remove marine 

litter and pollution from the Mediterranean Sea engaging a wide pool of stakeholders such as but not 

limited to private sector, civil society, national/local authorities, 
 

Encourage efforts towards mitigating the decline of biodiversity in the Mediterranean Sea, particularly 

through establishing Marine Protected Areas in beyond national jurisdiction, 
 

Stress the growing demand for funding and manpower in research and development for the implementation 

of the Barcelona Convention and its Additional Protocols, particularly in law, social studies, and climate 
studies, and in technology and science in niche areas such as marine aquaculture, ocean renewable energy 

and high-tech marine services, 

 

Request the Secretariat and MAP components to identify common challenges and best practices of the 
Mediterranean states to defeat the over exploration and utilization of the Mediterranean blue resources, and 

accelerate efforts to prevent the over exploitation of living and non-living resources, 

 
Invite the Contracting Parties to declare the Mediterranean an Emission Control Area under Annex VI of 

the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL), 

 
Authorize Aina Pujol Farré of Spain, Asmaa Tarek of Egypt, and Faik Yetgin of Turkey to represent the 

interests of Mediterranean Youth at the 22nd Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona 

Convention and its Protocols (COP 22) and deliver this Youth Declaration during the Plenary Session. 


